
13 
08.12.2015 Licensing Sub-Committee 
 

 

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the proceedings at a meeting of the Licensing Sub-Committee held in 
the District Council Chamber, South Lakeland House, Kendal, on Tuesday, 8 
December 2015, at 2.00 p.m. 
 

Present 
 

Councillors 
 

Tom Harvey 
 

John Holmes 
 

Mel Mackie 
 

Officers 
 

Graham Metcalfe Environmental Health Officer 

Matthew Neal Solicitor to the Council 

Karen Partington Licensing Officer 

Paul Rogers Assistant Democratic Services Officer 

 
LS/19 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN  

 
RESOLVED – That Councillor Tom Harvey be elected Chairman for the meeting. 
 

LS/20 APOLOGIES AND RECONSTITUTION OF MEMBERSHIP  
 
There were no apologies and there had been no change in membership of the 
Sub-Committee and, therefore, no reconstitution was necessary. 
 

LS/21 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that no declarations of interest were raised. 
 

LS/22 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - EXCLUDED ITEMS  
 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that there are no excluded items on the Agenda. 
 

LS/23 INTRODUCTION  
 
The Chairman made introductions and read out the procedure for the meeting. 
 

LS/24 VARIATION TO PREMISES LICENCE - THE COUNTRY HUT, BOWNESS-ON-
WINDERMERE  
 
The Licensing Officer presented a report which asked Members to consider an 
application by Justin Lynch for a variation to a Premises Licence for the Country 
Hut, Bowness-on-Windermere. The proposed extension to the Licence sought  
extension of  the hours that the premises were open to the public, the hours in 
which the supply  of alcohol (on/off sales) took place  and  the hours during which 
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recorded music (indoors)  was played from the current hours of 09:00 to 23:00  by 
one hour so that these activities cease at midnight. 
 
Relevant representations had been submitted by South Lakeland District Council’s 
(the Council’s) the Environmental Protection Group and Cumbria Constabulary. 
 
Justin Lynch, the applicant, asked no questions of the Licensing Officer. 
 
The Sub-Committee asked no questions of the Licensing Officer. 
 
Mr Graham Metcalfe, Environmental Health Officer of the Council, presented his 
representations. He emphasised that there was already low frequency noise 
disturbance from music in the venue affecting children’s bedrooms above at the 
front of the neighbouring property, the bedrooms being above the venue. Also that 
the neighbouring property was single glazed. 
 
In response to questions from the Sub-Committee, the Environmental Health 
Officer clarified that no formal representations had been received from neighbours. 
With regard to possible noise nuisance, he advised that clientele using the outside 
area late at night may use raised voices due to alcohol consumption and could 
cause a disturbance to neighbours. 
 
Sergeant William Nolan presented the representations on behalf of Cumbria 
Constabulary. There were no questions asked of the Police Officer. 
 
The applicant presented his case. He informed Members that the type of clientele 
who would be likely to use the premises would be couples looking for relaxation 
and that was based on information relating to clientele using the premises over the 
previous 12 months. He advised that to date there had not been any disorder 
problems at the premises. He had been communicating with the occupants of 
neighbouring properties and, in particular, the Laurel Guest House regarding noise 
levels with a view to managing the premises so that there would be no 
disturbance. He intended to maintain a dialogue with the neighbours to retain good 
relations and to deal with any grievances. 
 
The Environmental Health Officer asked the applicant if the business would be 
able to sustain a Doorman. The applicant responded indicating that if a condition 
was imposed for the requirement to provide a Doorman, he would need to 
carefully reconsider the viability of opening after 23:00 hours. 
 
In response to further questions from the Sub-Committee, the applicant advised 
that he would manage any noisy people by ejecting them from the premises if 
necessary. He had also been inside Laurel Cottage to find sound settings which 
would ensure that noise from the licensed premises could not be heard. He 
informed the Sub-Committee that he had no intention to have ‘off sales’ and 
requested that it should be removed from the application. 
 
Note – The Sub-Committee passed a resolution to adjourn the meeting to 
exclude the press and public, in making its decision and retired in 
accordance with Resolution 14(2) of the Licensing Act 2003 (Hearings) 
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Regulations 2005 (as amended) in order to further consider the application. 
The Sub-Committee reconvened to clarify some issues and retired to further 
consider the circumstances put forward. 

 
RESOLVED – That the application be approved:- 

(1) for the following activities:- 
 

(a) premises open to the public: Monday to Sunday 09:00 to 00:00 
hours: 
 
(b) supply of Alcohol (ON sales): Monday to Sunday 09:00 to 00:00 
hours (outdoors until 23:00 hours); and 
 
(c) recorded Music (indoors): Monday to Sunday 09.00 to 00.00 
(licensable hours 23:00 to 00:00 hours only); and 

 
(2) subject to the mandatory conditions together with the additional conditions 
outlined as follows which the Sub-Committee considers are appropriate in order to 
promote the licensing objectives as follows:-  
 
 Prevention of Crime and Disorder: 
 

(a) Age verification policy will be in place – Challenge 25. 
  
(b) All staff trained on acceptable forms of ID and law in relation to 
serving someone who is intoxicated.  
 
(c) CCTV will be installed and monitored. 
 
Prevention of public nuisance: 
 
(a) The applicant will develop and adopt practices and policies ensuring 
both the business and the customers respect neighbours in the locality.  
 
(b) An incident book will be maintained on a daily basis when the 
premises are used for a licensable activity and be available for inspection 
by a Police Officer or Council Licensing and Enforcement Officer. 
 

(c) Incidents of crime and disorder that occur on or near to the premises 
which cause concern to the whoever is appointed as designated premises 
supervisor or other employees of the venue will be recorded in writing and 
reported to the Barwatch Committee in line with the Barwatch Constitution. 

 
(d) The Premises Licence Holder or the designated Premises 
Supervisor or a person nominated by them shall actively participate and be 
a member of the local Barwatch Scheme for the area within which the 
premises are located. 
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(e) There shall be no consumption of alcohol in the private courtyard 
after 23:00 hours. 
 
(f) All outside tables and chairs shall be rendered unusable by 
 23:00 hours each evening. 
 
(g) No noise generated on the premises shall emanate from the 
premises nor vibration be transmitted through the structure of the premises 
which gives rise to nuisance. 
 
(h) There shall be no playing of recorded music in the courtyard after 
23:00 hours. 
  

The Chairman strongly encouraged the applicant to keep open the lines of 
communication with the neighbours. 
 
Reasons for Decision:-  
 

(1)  Full consideration was given to the objection from the Council’s 
Environmental Health Team of South Lakeland District Council relating to the 
possible effect that the variation of the current Licence may cause noise nuisance.  

(2)  Full consideration was also given to the objection received from Cumbia 
Constabulary relating to the possible effect that the variation of the current Licence 
may impact on the licensing objectives of preventing crime and disorder and 
preventing public nuisance.  

(3)  The Sub-Committee was satisfied that the Applicant took seriously the 
issue of potential public nuisance/ noise disturbance and impact on crime and 
disorder by putting measures in place to safeguard against any breach of the 
licensing objectives and allied to the agreed conditions this would minimise any 
issues. 

(4)  After hearing all the evidence it was felt that the objections received from 
the Environmental Health Section of South Lakeland District Council and from 
Cumbia Constabulary, had not proved that the licensing objectives of preventing 
public nuisance and preventing public nuisance would be impeded by granting the 
variation of the premises licence.  

(5)  The Sub-Committee also took into account the Council’s Statement of 
Licensing Policy, in particular the sections pertaining to the prevention of public 
nuisance and the prevention of crime and disorder. 

 
 
 
The meeting ended at 3.42 p.m. 


